
 
 

Washington Law Enforcement Adds Patrols to Focus on Distracted 

Driving March 28-April 14 

Cell phone distraction has decreased, other types of distractions have increased, while 

misunderstandings of the law put drivers at risk 

 

Olympia, WA – More than 150 law enforcement agencies around the state are adding 

extra patrols looking for distracted drivers beginning Thursday, March 28 through April 

14.  It is illegal for drivers to hold cell phones, access information, or watch videos while 

they are driving, stopped in traffic or at a stop light.  Violators are charged $136 for the 

first offense and $234 for the second.   

“Washington drivers need to know that if they’re on the road, they should be off the 

phone,” said Washington Traffic Safety Commission (WTSC) Program Manager Erika 

Mascorro. “If you’re distracted, law enforcement is focused on finding and ticketing you.  

Fortunately, there are signs that Washington drivers are increasingly taking safety into 

their own hands, by keeping their hands off their phones.”   

Mascorro pointed to a November, 2018 WTSC observational study that found hand held 

cell phone use was down 40 percent in 2018 from 2017.   

WTSC also recently recorded interviews with young drivers from around the state 

explaining what they do to keep themselves and friends and family from driving 

distracted.  Bekkah Myers, from Bellingham, whose close friend was in a serious crash 

due to a distracted driver, offers practical advice. 

“I normally turn my phone off when I drive, put it in the cup holder till I get where I need 

to go.  I tell my friends I’m going somewhere so don’t text me…it can take less than five 

seconds to destroy someone else’s life.” 

http://wtsc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2019/01/2018-DD-REPORT.pdf
http://wtsc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2019/01/2018-DD-REPORT.pdf
https://vimeo.com/321367883
https://vimeo.com/321367883


Mascorro says it’s important to realize that other types of distraction, not just cell phone 

use, are dangerous.  WTSC’s observational study found that distractions like eating, 

tuning a radio, or attending to pets or children had increased significantly. 

“Drivers can dangerously lose their focus on other activities that shift their focus and full 

engagement from driving, which the E-DUI law calls ‘dangerously distracted,’” Mascorro 

said.  “Any type of distraction increases crash risk.  Studies show that it can take nearly 

30 seconds to regain your attention on the road after talking on the phone.”   

Christina Cox, a driver from Tacoma, was in a serious crash because she was 

distracted by the few seconds it took her to reach for a tissue while driving. 

Patrols may also find people who are breaking the E-DUI law but don’t know it.  

Mascorro said, “The law is easy to follow.  If you’re on the road, you need to be off the 

phone, whether driving, stopped at an intersection or in traffic. Your only job behind the 

wheel is to be a safe driver, and that means keeping your eyes and mind on the road 

and your hands on the wheel.”   

### 

 

The Washington Traffic Safety Commission (WTSC) is our state’s designated highway safety office. We 

share a vision with numerous other state and local public agencies. That vision is to reduce traffic 

fatalities and serious injuries to zero by 2030. The WTSC Director is the Governor’s Highway Safety 

Representative, which is a designated position each state is required to have in order to qualify for federal 

traffic safety funding.  

 

 

https://vimeo.com/322931485
https://vimeo.com/322931485

